SEITZ and PERINGER FAMILY HISTORY 
By: Carla Welsh (nee Seitz), 
Great-granddaughter of William Carl Seitz, Sr., and Julia Peringer 


Biography: William Carl Seitz, Sr. 


Name: William Carl Seitz, Sr. 
Alias: Wilhelm Carl Seitz, or Carl Wilhelm Seitz. 
Birth: 26 JUN 1873, Beutelsbach, Germany, per WW1 Draft Registration, Marriage Certificate, and USA 
Federal Naturalization Records. The “Wirttemberg, Deutschland, Familienregister 1550-1985” document 
that recorded his family information differs slightly, which was recorded at the time of his father’s death, 
and it states William’s DOB was 19 JUN 1873. 
Baptism: 29 JUN 1873, Beutelsbach, Jagstkreis, Wurttemberg, Germany, per Baptismal Certificate. The 
record states: Carl Wilhelm Seitz, son of Johann Georg Seitz and Louise Weinschenk, was born 26 JUN 
1873, and baptized 29 JUN 1873, in Beutelsbach, Jagstkreis, Wuerttemberg, Deutschland (Germany). The 
digital image is scanned to FamilySearch.org: 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSQT-YKT : accessed 26 OCT 2021), image 1333, 
DGS #101835516. The baptism is on microfilm recorded from manuscripts in the Evangelical Church 
Office in Stuttgart, Germany. In Germany, the main name, or “Rufname”’ is not listed first, as how names 
are listed in America. In Germany, the main name is usually listed second, or it will be underlined. 
Parents: Johann Georg Seitz and Louise Weinschenk. Per family correspondence, in my possession, 
Johann Georg Seitz died before 29 DEC 1916. Per document scanned to “Wirttemberg, Deutschland, 
Familienregister 1550-1985,” Johann Georg Seitz died 21 DEC 1916 in Beutelsbach, 
Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany. Per the family correspondence, there should be land and probate records 
filed in Germany for Johann Georg Seitz. The family correspondence was written to my great-grandfather 
from his brother Gottlieb Seitz in Germany. 
Siblings: Gottlieb Seitz and Louisa Seitz were William’s only siblings to survive to adulthood; all his 
other siblings died as babies. 
Death: 23 OCT 1938, Pitman, Gloucester County, New Jersey, USA, per death certificate. Of note, the 
informant on the death certificate was William’s wife Julia, and she gave the wrong name of William’s 
father. She said Gottlieb Seitz was William’s father, but that was his brother. She did give the correct 
name for William’s mother as “Louise Weinshank.” 
Burial: Bethel Methodist Church Cemetery, Hurffville, Gloucester County, New Jersey, USA. 
Headstone Engraved: FATHER, C. William Seitz, 1873-1938. 
Emigration/Port of Departure: Southampton, England, on 16 APR 1899, per Federal Naturalization 
records. 
Emigration/Arrival: 1899, Port of New York. William reports he arrived on the vessel “New York,” per 
Federal Naturalization records. I cannot find the passenger list of when he arrived in America. 
Naturalization: 7 JULY 1908, per Federal Naturalization records. 
Addresses: 

1. JUL 1901 MARRIAGE License: William lived at 253 North 4th Street, Philadelphia, PA, and was 

working as a watchman. Julia lived at 3508 West Marshall Street, Philadelphia, PA. 
2. 1 APR 1902 Stillborn Death Certificate of son: William and Julia lived at 2333 North 33rd Street, 
Philadelphia, PA. 


3. 1908, 1910, 1911 city directories, and 1910 US CENSUS: 1460 North Dover Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

4. 1915 NJ STATE CENSUS: Highland Terrace, Borough of Pitman, Mantua Township, Gloucester 
County, New Jersey. 

5. WWI Draft Registration Card on 12 SEP 1918 (age 45): 16 Lake Avenue, Pitman, Mantua 
Township, Gloucester County, New Jersey. 

6. 1920 US CENSUS: 327 Columbia Avenue, Pitman, Mantua Township, Gloucester County, New 
Jersey. 

7. 1930 US CENSUS: 309 Wildwood Avenue, Pitman, Mantua Township, Gloucester County, New 
Jersey. 

Occupations: Watchman in Philadelphia (that may have been some form of law enforcement officer?); 
beer bottler when he lived in Philadelphia; bottler when he first moved to New Jersey; Steam Fireman in 
the shipyard industry when he lived in New Jersey; laborer on the RailRoad in New Jersey. At one point, 
he worked for N.Y. Ship Company in Camden, New Jersey. 

Social Security #: 716-05-3519. 

Marriage: to Julia Peringer, the daughter of Joseph Peringer/Piringer and Cecelia 
Sundheimer/Szuntheimer. Per Marriage Certificate, the marriage was requested 17 JUL 1901, in 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, and per Marriage Certificate Duplicate, it was finalized 
18 JUL 1901, Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, PA. The Marriage Record states: William Seitz, born 26 
JUN 1873 in Germany, requests to be married to Julia Peringer, born 6 OCT 1879 in Hungary. 

The Children of William Carl Seitz and Julia Peringer: 

1. Louise Julia Seitz, born 1 APR 1902, Philadelphia, PA, died 1988, she was a twin, never married, 
no children. She is buried in Bethel Methodist Church Cemetery, Hurffville, Gloucester County, 
New Jersey. 

2. Baby boy Seitz, twin of Louise, born a Stillborn on 1 APR 1902. He was buried in Mechanics 
Cemetery in Philadelphia, PA, which no longer exists. 

3. William Carl Seitz, Jr., born 30 AUG 1904, Philadelphia, PA, died 2 JAN 1979, Grand Marais, 
Cook County, Minnesota. He married Louise Weber. No children. They are buried in Saint John’s 
Catholic Cemetery, Grand Marais, Cook County, Minnesota. William traveled extensively in 
connection with his job as a material expeditor for United Engineers Constructors, Inc., of 
Philadelphia. He moved to Taconite Harbor in 1965, and after a couple of work engagements in 
Canada, he returned to Taconite Harbor and retired. 

4. Edward Seitz, born 23 FEB 1906, Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, PA, died 20 JUN 1980, 
Woodbury, Gloucester County, New Jersey. Ed married Helen Marie Headley, the daughter of 
Elvern Bacon Headley and Ella Jeffries, on 22 JUL 1927 in Atlantic City, Atlantic County, New 
Jersey. They moved to Philadelphia, PA, for a short while, and then to Folcroft, Delaware County, 
PA. They had 4 children: Edward Seitz, Jr., Robert “Bob” William Seitz, William “Bill” Vernell 
Seitz, and Dorothy “Dottie” Helen Seitz. Ed was a boxer when he was younger. He worked for 
the PA Railroad and was an Amtrak Foreman. Ed and Helen were very social and members of 
many clubs and involved with charitable events. Ed was a 32nd Degree Master Mason, and Helen 
was a Royal Matron. Ed and Helen are buried in Edgewood Memorial Park, Glen Mills, Delaware 
County, PA. Ed and Helen are my paternal grandparents. 

5. Anna Mary Seitz, born 10 NOV 1908, Philadelphia, PA, died 12 JAN 1993, in New Jersey. Anna 
married Donald R. Taggart. They had one son. I am not sure if they had any other children. Anna 


and Donald are buried in Bethel Methodist Church Cemetery, Hurffville, Gloucester County, New 
Jersey. 
Ancestry: Per family correspondence from Germany, we are Swabian. Swabians are a unique 
ethnolinguistic group of Germanic peoples that have been in Germany since the medieval era. Swabians 
spoke a different Germanic dialect than other Germans. Before that, we might have been Gauls, who were 
a group of Celtic peoples. Our Seitz line has likely been in Germany for thousands of years. 


“Seitz Family Tree in Germany” 


1. Johann Georg Seitz, Sr., married Sophie Dorothea Fischer; both lived in Germany. They are my 3rd 
great-grandparents. 


2. Johann Georg Seitz, Jr., son of Johann Georg Seitz, Sr., and Sophie Dorothea Fischer, was born 22 SEP 
1846, Winterbach, Germany; died 21 DEC 1916, Beutelsbach, Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany; married 
Louisa Weinschenk. Louisa was born 19 FEB 1848, Beutelsbach, Germany, and died 25 SEP 1894, 
Beutelsbach, Germany. She was the daughter of Johann Weinschenk (14 JUL 1809-16 DEC 1894) and 
Christina Margaretha Gaupp (29 AUG 1807/1817-2 DEC 1862). 
Johann George Seitz, Jr., and Louise Weinschenk are my 2nd great-grandparents. 
Johann Georg Seitz, Jr., and Louise Weinschenk had the following children: 
+3. Johannes Gottlieb Seitz, married Karoline _. 
4. Louise Friderike Seitz, baby died young (12 JAN 1872-16 AUG 1872). 
5. Carl Wilhelm Seitz (aka William Carl Seitz), married Julia Peringer (see info above). This is 
my line. William and Julia are my paternal great-grandparents. 
6. Heinrich Ernst Seitz, baby died young (28 NOV 1874-27 MAY 1875). 
7. Louise Friderike Seitz, baby died young (20 FEB 1876-29 APR 1876). 
8. Louise Friderike Seitz, baby died young (11 JUN 1877-30 JUL 1877). 
9. Ernst August Seitz, baby died young (11 MAY 1879-10 SEP 1879). 
10. Louise Wilhelmine Seitz, baby died young (6 OCT 1880-1881). 
11. Louise Seitz, born in 1881 or shortly after. She was married, and her husband fought in WW1. 
She did have several children, and her eldest daughter was named Gertrude. 


3. Johannes Gottlieb Seitz, aka Gottlieb Seitz, son of Johann Georg Seitz, Jr., and Louise Weinschenk, 
was born 24 MAY 1869, Beutelsbach, Germany, and died after 1926, probably in Cannstatt, 
Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany. Per letters he wrote to brother William in America, he was married to 
Karoline _. Their address was: Luisenstrafe 8, Cannstatt, Stuttgart, Baden-Wirttemberg, Germany. 
Gottlieb is my great-granduncle. 
Johannes Gottlieb Seitz and Karoline _ had the following children: 
12. Karl Seitz, fought in WW1, and was killed in Russia. 
13. Wilhelm Seitz, also fought in WW1, but survived. He married _ Merkle, the sister of Emil 
Merkle, and they had 2 sons: Walter and Karl Seitz. Their address in 1926 was: RosenaustraBe 39, 
Cannstatt, Stuttgart, Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany. Per letter written 6 DEC 1926, Walter was 
age 3, and Karl was age 4. 


“Biography: Julia Seitz (nee Peringer)” 


Name: Julia Peringer. Julia married William Carl Seitz, Sr., and she became Julia Seitz. 

Alias: Juliana Piringer is her birth name. Her name is found misspelled on various documents in America. 
Ethnicity: German. Julia spoke German and English. Even though she was born in Lokut, Hungary, she 
and her family were German. Julia’s husband was German Swabian, so she may have been Swabian, too. 
Over the centuries, many Germans moved to German villages near the Danube River in Hungary. For a 
short while, the area had become the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

Birth: 14 NOV 1877, Lokut, Hungary. Julia either did not know her DOB, or she made one up in 
America, for whatever reason. In America, she used the DOB of 6 OCT 1878/1879. 

Baptism: 15 NOV 1877, Lokut, Hungary, per Hungarian church book, record in my possession. The 
record states Juliana Piringer, daughter of Jozsef Piringer and Cecelia Szuntheimer, was born 14 NOV 
1877, baptized 15 NOV 1877, Lokut, Hungary. 

Parents: Jozsef Piringer (aka Joseph Peringer) and Cecelia Szuntheimer. Her father came to America and 
settled in Connecticut, USA. I think her mother died in Hungary? 

Immigration to America: around 1896-1897? She may have come here with her father. It appears her 
father may have traveled back and forth from America to the old country. Per the 1900 US Census, Julia 
is listed as “Julia Beringer,” working as a maid for the Ernhart family in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Her 
DOB is on the census as “OCT 1879, born in Hungary” and that she came to America in “1896.” Julia’s 
father, Joseph Peringer, immigrated to America on 28 MAR 1907, departing from Antwerp, Belgium, on 
16 MAR 1907, and arriving in the Port of New York on 28 MAR 1907, at the age of 62, a widower, listed 
as being born in Lokut, Hungary. He had $600.00 with him. He was a shoemaker in Hungary, and 
continued to work as a shoemaker when he came to America. This is all per his death certificate, 
passenger list, etc., and an obituary which states that “Julia Seidz of Philadelphia” was his daughter. The 
Peringer family trickled over to America and all settled in Connecticut, USA. My late Aunt Dottie was in 
touch with the family in Connecticut, many years ago. 

Marriage: to William Carl Seitz, Sr., requested 17 JUL 1901, finalized 18 JUL 1901, Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, USA. 

Children: (see husband William’s info above. They had 5 children). 

Death: 24 APR 1943, Pitman, Gloucester County, New Jersey, per death certificate. 

Burial: Bethel Methodist Church Cemetery, Hurffville, Gloucester County, New Jersey, and her 
headstone is engraved, “Mother. Julia P. Seitz. 1878-1943.” 


“Peringer Family Tree” 


1. Joseph Peringer, Sr. (aka Jozsef Piringer), the son of John Peringer, was born 25 SEP 1844, Lokut, 
Veszprem, Hungary, and died 6 JAN 1911, at his son’s home, 14 Hill Street, Norwich, New London 
County, Connecticut. Joseph is buried in Saint Mary’s Cemetery, Norwich, New London County, 
Connecticut. Joseph was married to Cecelia Szuntheimer/Sundheimer. I think Cecelia died in Hungary? 
Joseph worked as a shoemaker in both Hungary and Connecticut, USA. Joseph immigrated from Hungary 
to America on 28 MAR 1907, at the age of 62, a widower. I think he had traveled back and forth from 
Hungary to America a few times prior to that. Joseph Peringer, Sr., and Cecelia Szuntheimer/Sundheimer 
are my 2nd great-grandparents. Even though Joseph and Cecelia lived in Hungary, they were German. 
Joseph Peringer, Sr., and Cecelia Szuntheimer/Sundheimer had the following children: 

2. Cecelia Peringer, born circa 1866 (per my late Aunt Dottie’s family chart). 
+3. Joseph Peringer, Jr., married Theresa Seliga/Selize, and had children. 
+4. John J. Peringer, married Mary Gross, and had children. 
+5. Francis “Frank” Peringer, married Lena _, and had children. 
+6. Julia Peringer, married William Carl Seitz, Sr., and had children. 


3. Joseph Peringer, Jr., son of Joseph Peringer, Sr., and Cecelia Szuntheimer/Sundheimer, was born in 
1872 in Hungary, and died 23 APR 1949, Montville, New London County, Connecticut. Joseph married 
Theresa Seliga (1889-1967) on 12 APR 1909 in Norwich, New London County, Connecticut. In America, 
Joseph was a liquor dealer, and later on went on to own his own gas station. Joseph and Theresa are 
buried in Saint Patrick’s Cemetery, Uncasville, New London County, Connecticut. 
Joseph and Theresa had the following children: 
7. Anna Cecelia Peringer, baby died young. 
8. Theresa M. Peringer (1909-1982), also buried in Saint Patrick’s Cemetery. Theresa never had 
children. She was in touch with my late Aunt Dottie, and helped Dottie make a family ancestry 
chart. She was born and died in Connecticut. 
9. Joseph Francis Peringer, (1914-1968), born and died in Connecticut. He married Mary Rogers, 
and they had at least one son. Joseph is also buried in Saint Patrick’s Cemetery. 
10. Lillian Mathilda Peringer, born circa 1922, married John Valentine. 


4. John J. Peringer, son of Joseph Peringer, Sr., and Cecelia Szuntheimer/Sundheimer, was born | FEB 
1874 in Lokut, Veszprem, Hungary, and arrived in America on 8 APR 1907, and worked as a Card 
Stripper for Norwich Woolen Mills in Connecticut. He was naturalized on 4 APR 1908. John married 
Mary Gross, and they had the following children: 
11. John Joseph Peringer, born 18 AUG 1898, Lokut, Veszprem, Hungary, died 22 JAN 1990, 
came to America on 13 JUN 1907, and worked as a spinner for Norwich Woolen Company. John 
married Rose __, and they had several children. 
12. Mary Peringer. 
13. Frank Peringer (1907-1912), died in Connecticut. 
14. Annie Peringer. 
15. Joseph F. Peringer, born 25 OCT 1914, Norwich, New London, Connecticut, died 1 JUN 
1977, San Diego, California. Joseph served in the United States military, but I don’t know what 
branch he served in. I do not know if he ever married or had children. 


5. Francis “Frank” Peringer, son of Joseph Peringer, Sr., and Cecelia Szuntheimer/Sundheimer, was born 
28 MAY 1876, Lokut, Veszprem, Hungary. Frank married Lena (last name Brandt?) on 25 MAY 1904 in 
Norwich, New London County, Connecticut, USA. Frank died in 1908, and he is buried in Maplewood 
Cemetery, Norwich, New London County, Connecticut. 
Frank and Lena had the following children: 
16. Raymond F. Peringer, 1906-1907, buried in Maplewood Cemetery. 
17. Dorothy M. Peringer, born 9 MAY 1905, died 23 JAN 1988, married Carlton H. Kopfman. 
Dorothy and Carlton are buried in Zion Hill Cemetery, Hartford, Hartford County, Connecticut, 
USA. 


6. Julia Peringer, daughter of Joseph Peringer, Sr., and Cecelia Szuntheimer/Sundheimer, married William 
Carl Seitz, Sr. (aka Wilhelm Carl Seitz). Julia and William are my paternal great-grandparents. 
Julia and William had the following children: 

18. Louise Julia Seitz, a twin, never married, no children. 

19. Baby boy Seitz, twin of Louise, stillborn baby. 

20. William Carl Seitz, Jr., married Louise R. Weber, no children. 

+21. Edward Seitz, married Helen Headley (my paternal grandparents), had 4 children. 
22. Anna Mary Seitz, married Donald R. Taggart, had one son. 


21. Edward Seitz, son of William Carl Seitz, Sr., and Julia Peringer, married Helen Marie Headley, the 
daughter of Elvern Bacon Headley and Ella Jeffries. Helen’s ancestry traces back to the 1600s in 
America. Helen was of an English, Irish, Scottish, Swedish background. Edward and Helen are my 
paternal grandparents. They had the following children: 
23. Edward Seitz, Jr., married 2 or 3 times, and had 4 sons. 
24. Robert “Bob” William Seitz, married Marion Forte, no children. 
25. William “Bill” Vernell Seitz, my father. My dad was first married to Susan Ryan, and had 2 
daughters. Sue passed away, and then my dad married my mom, Veronica “Vicki” Antoinette 
Mallamas, and had my brother and I. My mom was previously married to Robert Thomas 
Dobson. I have two children, and my brother has three children. 
26. Dorothy “Dottie” Helen Seitz, married twice, and had two daughters and one son. Dottie was 
in touch with our Peringer family in Connecticut. 


German Letter Translations: 

The following 4 letters were written from family in Germany to my great-grandfather, William Carl Seitz, 
Sr. Three of the letters were written by William’s brother Gottlieb Seitz, and the last and final letter was 
written by William’s nephew, Wilhelm Seitz. The letters are now in my possession. The letters were 
written in German Kurrent script. Kurrent was an old script, which is no longer used. Kurrent was 
outlawed during the Nazi regime, because Hitler declared it to be of Jewish origin, and therefore, taboo. 
The letters state we are Swabian German. Here are the translations: 


LETTER #1: 
Cannstatt, date: 10 AUG 1919! 
Dear Brother, Sister-in-Law, and Children,” 


Your letter from July 13th, we have received. We had thought that the news from you would come. Well, 
we are healthy so far, but growing old and broken. Wilhelm, and Louise’s husband, have both returned 
from the war unharmed, but our dear Karl rests in Russia’s cool Earth, until we meet him again, above in 
the eternal homeland, where there is no war, and no sad separation.* We can imagine that things are not 
going so well in America for you, for they are Englishmen which only suppress Germans, but they cannot 
break the German spirit, despite all of the hate of the British; more about this later. You have already 
received the letter from 29 DEC 1916, in which I informed you about father’s death.’ Later, I wrote 
postcards, as well as a submarine letter, which was returned to me since meanwhile, the wicked war with 
your Greenland had started, and your good President has become a slave of Great Britain, but enough 
about that.° ° Germany is broken, but the German spirit is not destroyed (annihilated)! Dear brother, I have 
a hard time fighting with the Old Woman in Beutelsbach.’ Can’t write everything at once. Notary and 


' Cannstatt is a city district in Stuttgart, Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany. It is now called “Bad Cannstatt.” 
This letter was written shortly after WW1 ended. WW1 ended 11 NOV 1918. 

? This letter was written by Gottlieb Seitz, to his brother, William Carl Seitz, Sr., aka Wilhelm Karl Seitz, 
who immigrated from Germany to America in 1899. 

3 Karl is Gottlieb Seitz’s son. Wilhelm is also his son. 

“Father’s name is not mentioned, but this proves that the father of G. Seitz and William Carl Seitz died 
before 29 DEC 1916. 

° “Unterseeboot” is the German word for “submarine.” Perhaps the “submarine letter” was about the 
sinking of the Lusitania, a British ocean liner, on 7 MAY 1915 (during WW1), which played a significant 
role in turning the public opinion against Germany. 

® Woodrow Wilson was the President of the United States of America from 1913-1921. 

’ The Old Woman’s name is not mentioned in this letter, nor is it mentioned in any of the other letters, but 
whomever she was, she was spoken of in a very negative way, and was very problematic to Gottlieb Seitz, 
and she tried to send him to prison. “Niefibrauch” is a non-sellable and not inheritable right to use the 
property (including receiving rent, etc.) which does not belong to the person using it. If the late father had 
NieBbrauch notarized for the Old Woman, this would mean she can live in the house, or receive rent from 
other properties, as long as she lives, without having to pay anything. There should be records filed in the 
land registry in Germany (the Grundbuchamt). A NieSbrauch for real estate would be entered into the 
land registry to have become legally binding, so the Old Woman’s name should be in there. 


Mayor declared that nothing can be divided, until a Power of Attorney has been received from America.* 
The Old Woman was present in the house, and she partially had the usufruct over properties.’ I, or we, 
should pay interest tax and so on. On September 17, I hired a lawyer, who is a friend of ours. It had gotten 
to the point where it was sold late in 1917. Wilhelm Stilz/Nilz was set up as an absentia-in-care for you, 
as father had debts, and our maternal fortune was only about 1300 Marks.’° |’ We had a laugh about this. I 
will write to you later about this in detail. I have gone through a lot with the Old Beast that had tried to 
send me to the penitentiary! Notary had saved me. In the appendix, since you left Germany, you will need 
to look up your ability, and what you need to do. Now the laugh looks different. Wilhelm Stilz/Nilz has 
deposited the 1300 Marks in safekeeping in Schorndorf in the Oberamtssparkasse.'? I will tell him the 
laugh. As soon as I go to Beutelsbach, I will then immediately let you know about it. Since German 
money abroad has dropped a lot, I would not advise sending the money to America, but it is up to you. 
Things have become so expensive here. | kilogram of bread costs 50 pfennig; a pound of potatoes costs 
25 pfennig; and meat costs 2-4 Marks." 

In closing, with love and wishes from all of us, 

G. Seitz 

Luisenstr. 8'4 


Karoline sends warm greetings.'* Auf Wiedersehen (Goodbye)! Until we meet again. If not here, then in 
the homeland above, with our beloved Karl, where there will be no more separation, and no more 
homesickness! 


8 The reason that Gottlieb Seitz and William Carl Seitz needed a Power of Attorney was because their 
father died, and his estate (which included a house in Beutelsbach) couldn’t be divided until the Notary 
(presumably the one where the Last Will was deposited) and the Schulthei (head of the municipality) 
would be presented with the POA. 

° Usufruct is a legal term where a property owner allows someone who is not the owner to use the 
property for a certain time period, usually for the remainder of the person’s life. The Old Woman may 
have been a family member, or a caretaker, etc. 

10 The Mark is a form of German currency. 

" Gottlieb and William’s mother died in 1894, per German records now digitized, which is what the 
“maternal fortune” is referring to. 

‘2 An Oberamtsparkasse is a Bailiwick Savings Bank. 

'S Pfennigs are German currency. 

‘4 This was Gottlieb Seitz’s address: LuisenstraBe 8, Cannstatt (present day Bad Cannstatt), Stuttgart, 
Baden-Wirttemberg, Germany. 

'® Karoline is the wife of G. Seitz. 


LETTER #2 
Cannstatt, April 11, 1920 
Dear our loved All! 


Your dear letter from March 7 we have received. I had always waited for a reply from you and wondered 
about the silence, since I had written 3 letters back-to-back; the first one concerning the correct handling 
of the estate matter; the second one about how you should contact Notary Seybold Beutelsburg or 
Wilhelm Nilz as Abwesenheitspfleger on account of the inheritance matters, all of which wouldn't have 
any value for you at the moment because of the unfavorable conversion of the German Mark, which is 
already not worth anything any more abroad.'° Getting 1,300 Marks would not be of any value to you in 
America, although everything should be as you wish it. In the third letter, I have asked you about fabric 
for a suit; how much this would cost in America. To all of these, I have not yet received any replies, and it 
seems to me you have forgotten about the letters, or have not received them at all. So, please answer to 
these. You can just write back that you have received the letter from such and such a date, and then I'll 
know which one did not come into your possession. Well, enough about this. With us, the situation is so 
bad and inflation has made it impossible to buy anything; surreptitious trade, strike, robbery, murder, 
everything that is in any way possible is carried out with us, housing shortage, famine, and misery, have 
become everyday occurrences. For example, I earn 121 Marks per week. A pair of boots costs 400 to 600 
Marks. Just new soles for the boots cost 65 Marks. A suit costs 1,000 to 2,000 Marks. A shirt costs 50 
Marks. A pound of wool costs 1.25 Marks. A pound of pork costs 20-30 Marks. One pound of flour costs 
2-5 Marks. Bread is sold on ration cards for 1.25 Marks. Everything just for the hunger process; I just 
want to listen and stop the wailing. German people, where did you bite? The French, English, and 
Americans occupy us all around, and should be ashamed of the allied Elite Powers; bloodhounds around 
and around. I will now close from all the misery. A cool earth will soon be our doctor. Best regards from 
all of us, to you Dear all. Also, give me a message about how old your children are, and what they are 
going to be. Oh, our thoughts are always with you. Now, I want to close for today. 

Many warm greetings from all of us, 

G. Seitz and Family"’ 

LuisenstraBe 8, Cannstatt, Stuttgart, Baden-Witrttemberg, Germany 


6 An Abwesenheitspfleger is a special form of power of attorney when the person is of age, but can't be located or is 
unable to return to the location to take care of their own financial matters. 
” This letter was written by Gottlieb Seitz in Germany, to his brother, William Carl Seitz, in America. 


LETTER #3: 
Cannstatt, 27 JUN 1920 
Dear brother, sister-in-law, and children! 


Greetings from all of us, dear brother. Yesterday was the 49th day since J last mailed a letter to you. I 
would have liked to have the letter in your possession by June 26th, but I was sick for 3 weeks, but now I 
am fully recovered. Many thanks to God again. We have received your letter from May 2nd, including the 
pictures. So, you have two boys and two girls.'* Your son Edward looks like our Karl, who now slumbers 
in a foreign earth, due to the unspeakable acts of the Englishmen.’ He now belongs to the light. Your son 
Wilhelm will always be a true Swabian, albeit he was born in America.” Your youngest daughter Anna is 
very cute-looking, but your daughter Louisa is a true American. All of your demeanor is decisiveness and 
determination. Now we wish you all the best on your life path. May God give you happiness and His 
abundant blessings of love. May God save you from such sorrow and heartache as well as national 
misfortune that has struck us in the old German homeland. Well, it won’t be that long now. They will also 
be redeemed from all that is broken in our beloved fatherland, when we land in the Port of Fredens, that 
should be all our wishes that we can be united. Well, dear brother, I am writing because you have received 
something in writing as a result of the division of property. There is no wealth, and I have nothing myself. 
I have written to you that I have appointed a lawyer, and that the division took place in late 17, and we are 
liable.*! The Old Woman did not want me in the house. It was such a disgusting single gray room. The 
Old Woman tried to send me to the penitentiary. She did not want to let me into the house. The Mayor and 
Notary could not help me. There was no other way. No other way than to take a judicial decision to seize, 
and there was chosen by the Councilor of Beutelsbach Wilhelm Nilz as the representative. Under his 
supervision, the division went ahead. I can tell you, you would be glad that you were not present, because 
in addition to the many worries from the war, and the misery of still fighting this out, my strength couldn’t 
do it any more. We of course were more about resolving the land, because the Old Woman got the house. 
Even if we did get the house and were to sell it, under the circumstances, no one would buy it, because in 
Germany, a homeowner is powerless. Nobody can go out, and nobody can go around. There is such a 
shortage of housing that people are living in rabbit stalls right now. Wilhelm Nilz, the Notary Seybold in 
Beutelsbach, has to manage your assets which are 1300 Marks, and they are invested in Schorndorf at the 
Oberamtssparkasse. You will have to contact Wilhelm Nilz for further direction. 1300 Marks is of no 
value, and there would be no point to send it, but as you wish it. Father sold the cone mountain and lower 
____ in 1900 to Hubschneider, and where he __, no one was watching the money. Debts will cost you 
2400 Marks. I think you are now starting to get a picture of this whole thing, but enough about this 
wretched comedy. 


1. House, 2850 Marks 
2: Acre, 780 Marks 
3. Hardt?, 400 Marks 


‘8 William Carl Seitz’s living children were: Louise Seitz, William Carl Seitz, Jr., Edward Seitz, and Anna Mary 
Seitz. Louise was a twin to a baby boy, but the baby boy was delivered as a stillborn. 

19 Gottlieb Seitz is the writer of this letter. He wrote this letter to his brother, William Carl Seitz, Sr., in America. 
Karl was Gottlieb’s son. Karl was a soldier during WW1, killed in Russia. 

20 Gottlieb’s statement proves we are Swabian. 

21 Late “17” probably meant the year of 1917. 


Student?, 650 Marks 

Wine Vineyard, 490 Marks 

Debts of the Municipality of Beutelsbach, 1100 Marks 
Two-handed hindrance?, 200 Marks 

Cash Register, 300 Marks 

Old used up allegedly?, 800 Marks 


SOP 20 ON) Oe 


As far as the food with us is concerned, everything is extremely expensive. Our wages do not correspond 
with what we need to live. A small loaf of bread, which is bad and inedible, costs 250 Marks. It should 
only cost 4 Marks! Meat used to cost 13 Marks, and by the kilogram 32 Marks, but now is so much more. 
Flour is being traded surreptitiously on the black market per kilogram for 10-12 Marks. We have already 
received various foods from the Evangelical Community, of which we are members. American religious 
brothers and sisters have collected as a gift of love for Germany meal, milk, and smoked meats for us, and 
have made them more affordable. Religious brothers and sisters in America will do what they can for the 
old heathens, and God will reward them all. I enjoyed a nice suit fabric from you, which I could not get in 
Germany. Now, I will close with all the banter. Sending warm greetings from all of us, and all of us 
commanded by God, 

Gottlieb, Karoline, and Wilhelm.” 

In the year of division, 1917.7? Every foreign exchange is now treated differently, as a fugitive. 


22 This letter was written by Gottlieb Seitz to his brother, William Carl Seitz, Sr., in America. Karoline is Gottlieb’s 
wife, and Wilhelm is their son. 

?3 1917 was likely when the Division of Gottlieb and William’s deceased father’s estate was filed. Per German 
records that are now digitized, William and Gottlieb’s father, Johann Georg Seitz, died 21 DEC 1916, 
Baden-Wurttemberg, Germany, and their mother, Louisa Seitz (nee Weinschenk), died 25 SEP 1894, Beutelsbach, 
Baden-Wurttemberg, Germany. 


LETTER 4: 
Cannstatt, 6 DEC 1926 


Dear Uncle! 

After a long silence, I would like to send you greetings from your old home again. The bearer of the letter 
is my brother-in-law, Emil Merkle, who would also like to get to know America one day. How are you, 
and your dear family? Are you all healthy? I'm fine so far; always have work, which is really worth a lot. 
I have enclosed 2 photographs here; one from my parents, and one from my in-laws. I think you will be 
happy to see the old faces again. It would be nicer if we could look each other in the eye, but that is no 
longer granted to us, as much as I wish. I think you will already know father and mother. Unfortunately, 
the traces of old age are becoming more and more pronounced to you, which sometimes fills me with 
worries. Next to my dear father, sits my dear wife, with our Walter, who is 3 years old. Behind it, I am, 
then with our mother our Karl, who is 4 years old, and to the left of that, my cousin Gertrud Bar, the 
eldest daughter of Aunt Luise. The picture was taken in my dear parents' room. It would be nice if you 
could be there, too. Now, I wish you all a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year. 

Sending warm greetings, also from my dear wife, to all of you, 

Your Wilhelm™ 

My address: Wilhelm Seitz, Cannstatt, Wiirttemberg, RosenaustraBe 39. 


4 This letter was written by Wilhelm Seitz, the son of Gottlieb and Karoline Seitz, to Uncle William Carl Seitz, Sr., 
in America. 


PHOTOS IN MY POSSESSION: 


William Carl Seitz, Sr., in Watchman uniform. Photo taken circa 1899, Philadelphia, PA, USA. 
Photo of Julia Seitz (nee Peringer), wife of William Carl Seitz, Sr., circa 1899. 


Julia Seitz (nee Peringer), wife of William Carl Seitz, Sr., and daughter of Joseph Piringer and Cecelia 
Szuntheimer. Photo taken circa 1899, Philadelphia, PA, USA. 


William Carl Seitz, Sr., and wife Julia Peringer. Photo probably taken in New Jersey, USA. 


Brothers: Edward Seitz (on left) and William Carl Seitz, Jr. (on right), the sons of William Carl Seitz, Sr., 
and Julia Peringer. Ed is my paternal grandfather. 


Brothers: Edward Seitz and William Carl Seitz, Jr., the sons of William Carl Seitz, Sr., and Julia Peringer. 
Ed is my paternal grandfather. In the black and white photo, Ed is on the right. In the colorized photo, 
taken in 1972, Ed is also on the right. 


1 as “eda In 


Photos taken circa 1931, Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, USA. 
In photo on left with “Palm Sunday” written, that is William Carl Seitz, Jr., and wife Louise Weber. The 
photo in the middle is Edward Seitz and Helen Headley. Photo on right is William on left, Ed on right. 


Photo of Anna Mary Seitz and husband Donald R. Taggart. 
Anna is the daughter of William Carl Seitz, Sr., and Julia Peringer. 
Anna is my grandaunt. 


Ed Seitz, Sr. (top middle), his sister Louise Seitz on top right (with hand on Julia’s shoulder), mother Julia 
Seitz (nee Peringer) in middle. Ed Seitz, Jr., son of Ed Seitz and Helen Headley, front left. I am not sure 
who the other people are. And “Ship” the dog! Photo taken in New Jersey in 1935. 


LOCAL ATHLETES WIN 
IN RAILROAD TOURNEY 


Joe Genovese Wins Battle With Young Bill Smitts—Harry 
Dittmer is Victor in restling Bout With Joe White 


—Crowd of 300 Fans See Bouts at Local ‘Y’ 


i 
By LEE Burns took home a win for the New 


The Pennsylyania R. R. Grand Di- eS Dizision: 
visions tourney switched off from its arry Dittmer, Atlantic: wrestler, and 
y 9 Joe White, New York, had a pleasant 


siding at the P, R. RY, MG. A. little excursion on the mats. For fif- - 


gn Saturday and hit a clear track tor teen minutes they tossed, slapped, slam- 
the finals, to be held in Pittsburgh med, mauled and hauled each’ other 
some time this month. aa and ue are two husky boys, 

Two local Atlantic Division boys came] tentae en Surely Was superintendent of 
through without being flagged. Joe Joe Genovese, the only Atlantic lad 
| Genovese, 112 pound punch dealer, side- | to come into Station Success, gave a 
tracked Young Bill Smith, of ‘trenton 
iabenas and Harry Dittmer, 147 pound 
Wrecked White, New York 


round and had Young Bill Smitts thiai- 
ing a boiler had blown up. We jab- 
= ed Young Smitts aplenty and is fast 
Hd Burns, ‘champion of the Ne ut ho entleth Centary Fiyeis 
, Division; rode the rods to a win over |. Terry McGovern and Charlie Bellona 
‘a Seitz, Atlantic Division middleweixht /put on a fast bout Round one saw 
gent of the mits, in a fast three-round Terry socking Charlie with @ Wallop 
bout. 4 that looked like it had a locomozivs 
Kick. Then, round two. saw ‘Verry 
getting sly amis ie Yatlie’ 300k 
erry’a beak untileit looked like = 
danger-signal, His right eye also de- 
veloped a pretty resemb! to a hot- 
box. This frame was al Charlie's: 
The last round also “raflrcaded” ‘er- 
Ty. Bellona went at him faster rhan 
a brakeman goes after a plate of soup. 


srappler, 


y 


lie liona, New York Division, 
126 pounds, made excess: baggage ot 
Terry McGovern, 126 pound Atlantic 
Division boxing gentleman. Jim Mb- 
Cain, 147 pounds, Atlantic Division, was 
not allowed to go on by doctors dve 
jt a recent operation, thus forfeiting 
the bout to Mike Gilarty, New Xork 
vision mittman. ; 
Georgie Abner, Atlantig Division, fai\- 
ed to appear with his "135 pounds af 
| fighting beef, and disappointed manv. 
Bill Schreibner and ‘'om Corbin, New 


minutes of this past-time Terry alip- 
ped on his bathrobe, covered his tat- 

v |} tooed skin, and walked off, while Charl's 
| York Division heavyweights, won by de- beamed at Referee Jack Dean for-giving 
fault when their brother brakemen did} him the decision, DPA ahs 


not , About three hundred |peon < say the 
itz and Ed Burns’ colision was bouts. The 4 is div! at jals, 
the hest scrap on the time-table. kro jWELS ORI neh, 3x wv Smith, the ser 


the first round on, Mr. Burns broceeden! seant of fistic persuasion, were among 
to try and separate Hd’s nose from his| the notables, 

face. They went at it like two freight Bill Maler, 147 pounds, challenged the 
cars going over a mountain, Burns Won! winner of the wrestling match, ‘This: 
the first frame. means that husky Harry has assign~ 
In the second round, young Seitz was| ment on his hands soon. “Bill says that 


elal. He hit him with everything tut! falls in less time than it takes to run 

a hand-car, and had that fistic gentle-; an engine. 

fan repeating the ‘Cross Crossings 

Carefully" slogan. Seitz easily won crowd with his Kgevptian bathrobe. it 

this - round. © z * may look alright ir King Tut's terri- 
The last three minutes won ‘or ‘tory but for a sporting gent the gallery 

“Champeen Boins."" He rocked and thought it all wrong. ‘ 


saw red lights, green lights | chimed: 
re 57 varieties of wallops. His mouth 
was cut, but Burns could not singe 
him to a K. O. ot 
_ Then, like all good railroad men, they, 
did not “cross while the bell rang’ and 


tgs Seitz was shunted out of the. she were she would have. probably 
and | : 


Jab, wallop, and sock; 
Six hard-working railroad men, 
With boxing gloves to hock!” 


“4 : ‘ 
| “Sing a song of knock-onts, 


clever exhibition of stuff. He won every < 


He jabhed, poked, banged. After three 


out to put Burns on the dreamland spe+) he can make Dittmer commute to three + 


Ed Burns got a laugh out of the 


socked the hope of the-Atlantic Dl-; Old Mother Goose was not present Hut 


Le, 4 2 —~ 
“HIT ON FACE BY LIVE WIRE 
a ‘Atop Pole at 15th © 
and Wood Stresto 4 Uae 
d Seitz, 23, of 1927. ; 
was atop a pole at 15th and 4 
e th povtber ample’ 


aj ie Oc 
ps anor betace sdast 


Wednesday night with 

Joe Kirk, the Shamokin’ Iron Man, ~ 

pies appearing with the . Carnivals 
Cee oer : 


“Eddie” hit him with everything but 
the ring posts, knocking one tooth | 
out and breaking a ribiin the bargain,» 
At the ‘end of the second round, — 
‘ Was too tired to continue at 
we Ses our been going, so Rocky | 

used to let him come ou a 
. third round. a: SO. 


—— 
. = — ' 


Edward Seitz, Sr. (1906-1980), boxing champ! My paternal grandfather. 


Edward Seitz, Sr., in middle, and his wife, Helen Headley, on the left, and his sister, Anne on the right. Photo taken circa 1926/1927? 
Ed’s shirt says “A.A.U.” Amateur Athletic Union. Ed was a boxing champ!!! Photo taken probably in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 


May 1939, Pitman, Gloucester County, New Jersey, USA. 

Photo of Julia Seitz (nee Peringer), son Edward Seitz, and Ed’s kids: 

Edward Seitz, Jr., is the oldest child on the left. 

Robert “Bob” William Seitz standing in front. 

Julia is holding William “Bill” Vernell Seitz, the baby of the group, who is my father. 


-Ende- 


